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Dear Harold, 

In my haste to get a letter off to you, I forgot to mention two 

things of importance. The first is that I did not follow your sentence: 
"Penn and L.A. are mightily upset at the disorder and error in the ms. Spoke 
to them last night. Spot checking disclosed careless error. Don't know whose." 
I ass ume that you were refering to the article written by Vince, Tom, and 
myself being published by Penn. I've already discussed it with you and given 
you my views on it, but I'd like to repeat them to set the record straight. 
Please inform Penn and the West Coast if and when you contact them. The 
article was originally conceived by Vince to the best of my knowledge and 
I discussed it with him a long while ago (last Thanksgiving I think) and 
encouraged him to write it. Last Christmas when I was at Vince's he asked 
me to help on it and saad that Tom was writing the first draft. I do not 
know Tom at all and have only met him once for a few minutes. When the 
first half arrived we read it over and I thought that it was awful and told 
Vince that it didn't just need corrections, but rather needed complete re- 
writing. I wrote an entirely different article (at least the fistt part) 
and Vince went over it with me and thought it was good as did other people 
who read it through. I'm certainly no great writer, but most people find 
my style clear and interesting. I got many such comments following the 
publication of my newspaper series and magazine article. Those who read 
what I had done with the article liked it because it brought in new material 
and also made 6ome comparisons with the Lincoln assassination, rather than 
rehashing the old stuff. I worked day and night during my Christmas vacation 
and finished just before leaving Phila. The last I knew, that was the first 
half of the article completed. Vince, who writes very few letters, wrote 
in answer to several of mine that "the article is finished and it is really 
fine." I never even daw it until I arrived in New Orleans and found that 
people were identifying me with the article which I had never even read. 

I read it and was shocked — something which I made quite clear to the Herrons. 

It is essentially the original version — a product of Tom's. I didn't know 
what to say or do, but when I got to Phila. I told Vince in as diplomatic 
a fashion as possible that I didn't like it at all and thought that it needed 
rewriting and also that just a glance through revealed a number of errors. 

I was relieved when Ramparts did not publish it and told Vince that it needed 
rewriting. The next I heard was when I read the first installment in Penn 
Jones' paper. At that point I thanked tjeaven that his circulation isn't too 
bif. At this point I don't know what to do, but I am embarrassed about the 
article. to say hhe least. 

Secondly, I sent copies of the five slides I sent you to Louis Ivon 
along with a covering letter by registered mail. In the letter, in a clumsy 
fashion, I tried to explain who I was and that I had done a lot of work on 
the case and have been with it for a long while. Ironically, since I didn't 
contact Vince until 1966 people assume I haven't been with it long, and yet 
because of my association with you and Vince people think I'm working for 
you two. As you know. I'm as independent as you are but am only too gald 


to help out someone like yourself who is onto important leads and who is 
a more experienced investigator and analyst than myself. In all honesty 
I fell that I know a great deal about the case and am capable of contributing 
a fair amount when I can find time to work, although I have made few contri- 
butions thus far which have proved important. Most of my work is unfinished. 
The other thing I mentioned was that saying that someone is "working for 
Weisberg" should not have either a negative or positive connotation if it 
is used by a rational person. These petty rivalries can destroy the whole 
thing in the same fashion as indiscretion in order to gain importance can-- 
i.e. Mark Lane's release of info whdch makes him look like the hub of the 
investigation and a James Bond, but which hurts Jim. in the end. This goes 
for some H of the things the West Coast has done also — ie. Steve Burton's 
memo on Kroman. If he wanted to send a memo to Jim, fine, but there was 
no need to send it to"people in 38 states." The way they are treating you 
is another example. If this keeps up or gets worse, the federal government 
will be able to lay off because the critics will wipe each other out. 

By the way, I understand that Li f ton is going to have an article published 
which will attacK Garrison. I wrote him about ## Thornley (the topic of 
the article) telling him honestly that I am impartial and certianly would 
like to hear his defense of Thornley. Sylvia is the same thing. She is 
beginning to become much more of a problem than Tink ever was. (i.e. She 
just wrote another letter attacking Garrison following the Capote interview 
in playboy . ) You are the only original critic who is still pushing hard 
after all these years and who still has my respect. Naturally Vince is a 
great friend, but he is just not active enough and his judgement is not 
always good. The two of you are the few I respect. I've had enough of 
Lane and many of the people on the West Coast. Hal Verb and Paul Hoch are 
notable exceptions since they continue to labor with few reqards and little 
recoggition and produce fine work, with the same goal you and I have, to 
get to the bottom of this. As the situation in this nation, and in fact 
in the world, becomes more tense and dangerous, I lose patiente with people's 
egocentricity , especially since it was precisely that iM which helped get 
us into this position. 

- . . 15 . 

I'd like to thank you again for befriending Freda and Mike. It would 
be really great if you know of anyone in Baltimore who they might enjoy 
meeting. I may send some things through them in the future. Well, I hope 
that this catharsis hasn't been too distasteful to you. Take care. 



